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Upcoming ...
Here’s what we’ve got coming up
in Currents this week.

Saturday
Clowning around:
Clown clubs, like other classic
community clubs such as the Lions
or American Legion,
wonder
what the
future
holds as
their
enthusiastic members grow
gray.
Young
members
are scarce, and shrinking membership has meant the St. Paul troupe is
doing fewer outings.

Sunday
Que Sera, Sera:
Mexicoborn singer,
81-year-old
Carlos Bangs
Gonzalez,
serenades
restaurantgoers with
Spanish music
at the Plaza
Garibaldi
Mexican
Restaurant in
North Mankato.

Monday
The deadly danger of sitting:
Research released last fall found
that women who sat for more than
six hours a
day had a 37
percent
increased
risk of premature
death, compared to 18
percent for
men.
Females
who sat the
longest and
exercised
the least had twice the risk of death
compared with women who recorded
more activity and less sitting.

Tuesday
Cooking capers:
Capers are an ancient Greek food.
Capers are the immature flower buds
of the caper
bush. For
their size,
their flavor
is astonishing: pungent, almost
mustardy,
briny, even tangy.
They get attention.

Plays from all over
the world entered in
Minnesota Shorts Festival

Submitted photos

“Idealator’s” actors Russel Dugger, left, and Kat Lutze practice for the play
by Alex Hapka.

By Madeline McBride
currents@mankatofreepress.com

n its third year, the
Minnesota Shorts
Festival has grabbed
international attention
from playwrights, and a
little bit of everything is
planned to entertain its audience this year.
“People are going to walk
away from this saying, ‘Wow,’”
said Greg Abbott, the coordinator of the festival and a local
playwright.
To be held Thursday and
Friday, Sept. 8-9, at West High
School, a record 123 plays
were submitted this year.
Abbott said plays came from
many places in the U.S. and
even one from Australia.
After the plays were judged
by six members of the
Minneapolis Playwright
Center, 20 were chosen to be
performed. The only requirement is that they be 15 minutes or less.
Among the 20 winners is
Kendall Sherwood, the script
coordinator for TNT’s “The
Closer.” Her play in the Shorts
Festival is “Table for Four”
and will be performed Friday
night.
“Plays and TV have more in
common than TV and film. ...
TV and theater are both character-centered instead of plotdriven,” Sherwood said. “I
have to turn on different sides
of my brain for each medium.”
Sherwood has been writing
plays for about five years.
“I studied theater in undergrad and dabbled in playwriting and had a really positive
experience at WordBRIDGE

I

Amy Scruggs (left) and Launa Helder get into character while practicing for “Gayby’s Playdate,” by Jan O’Connor.
Playwright's Laboratory that
encouraged me to keep going,”
she said.
Sherwood has had readings
of many of her full-length plays
and several 10-minute pieces
performed in Chicago, New
York and Los Angeles. She
said the reason she submitted
a play to the festival is because
she’s “constantly trying to get
(her) work out there, and 10minute plays are often the easiest way to do it.” “They’re
very trendy,” she said.
Mitch DeDeyn, a recent
Minnesota State University
graduate, was in the festival
last year and will be in the festival again this year. He originally learned about it through

a flyer at MSU.
“I think it’s great that this
festival is getting the attention
of some of the bigger writers
out there,” he said. “It’s a good
venue both for emerging and
established writers.”
Last year, DeDeyn’s play
was a tragedy, but this year he
went a different direction with
“The Teleport Marketer.”
“It’s a science fiction comedy,” DeDeyn said.
Other plays range from a
play about someone who
thinks they’re a superhero (by
Mark Harvey Levine,
Pasadena, Calif.) to one about
a woman suffering from postpartum psychosis (Connie
Schindewolf, Bradenton, Fla.).
Levine’s play, “Superhero,”
is the featured play Thursday.
And even with the plays
being submitted from further
away, the Minnesota festival is
still keeping it local with
Minnesota writers.
There are plays written by
area college students, local residents and even a Mankato
West High School ninth-grade
student, Sophia Tomany.
“You get a really nice picture from all the theater
groups in the area,” Abbott
said. “This is the one time
where you see all of them
together.”
It’s not just the different
Michaella Crnkovic, (left) Jennifer Potocnik (center) and Cynthia Riebesell
groups coming together that’s
rehearse for Sophia Tomany’s play, “The Basket.”

fun to watch, but also the collaboration of people coming
together to put on each play,
he said.
The two nights of the event
will have different themed
plays. Thursday will be the
mild themed night, with content appropriate for youth 8
and older, and Friday will be
the wild night, with content
appropriate for youth 13 and
older.
“For a night out, it’s really
fun,” Abbot said.

If You Go
What
2011 Minnesota Shorts
Festival
When
7:30 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, Sept. 8-9
Where
Mankato West High School,
1531 S. Riverfront Drive
Admission
$10 for adults and $9 for
seniors and students; or $15
for a two-day pass.
Tickets purchased in advance
are $1 off.
Info
mnshorts.com
The festival is possible
because of a grant through
Prairie Lakes Regional Art
Council, which allows for
each playwright chosen to
receive $100.

— Free Press Staff and news services

Don’t miss this ...

Thompson photos on display in St. Peter Gilkyson, Gorka to perform at MSU
arrie Elizabeth Thompson’s exhibit of
photographs, “I Hope We Go
Together,” opens today at the Arts
Center of St. Peter.
The exhibit will be on display through
Oct. 30. A gallery talk and lecture is 2-3 p.m.
Oct. 15 at the Arts Center and is free and
open to the public.
From Los Angeles to Minnesota,
Thompson’s work has been featured in exhibitions across the country.
A recent recipient of the McKnight Artist
Fellowship Award in 2009 and Minnesota
State Arts Initiative Grant for Photography
in 2010, Thompson’s work is garnering
national attention.
Her work has explored her relationship
with her family, roots, rootlessness and resta subject became instead a series of ongoing
lessness.
interrogations.
Her most recent photos document a trip
For more information:
to Japan that preceded the birth of her first
child, Goma, and what began as a search for www.artscentersp.org.
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illboardcharting
artists
Eliza Gilkyson
and John
Gorka will
perform 7:30
p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 11, in
Halling
Recital Hall,
Minnesota
State
University.
About the show: Gilkyson and Gorka
play a rare duo concert, performing
songs from their hit album, “Red
Horse,” which they recorded with fellow
Red House artist Lucy Kaplansky, and
became the No. 1 folk album on
Amazon and iTunes.
Gilkyson will also play songs from her

B

new release of
“Roses at the
End of Time,”
the sequel to
her highly
acclaimed
2008 album
“Beautiful
World.”
Gorka will
share songs
from his latest
solo album,
“So Dark You
See,” which features the song
“Ignorance & Privilege,” highlighted as
one of the top folk songs of 2009 by
NPR Music.
Tickets are $9, discounted, and $12
general admission.
For more information, call 389-5549
or visit http://www.mnsu.edu/music.

